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Parent Should Consent COVID-19 Vaccine for Minors
A. 	Introduction/Background: What do you want the reader/listener to believer? 
a. Include your draft thesis here.
With the development of vaccines that can be used by children as low as 12 years old, it is a new hope that people could continue with their lives and head back to normalcy soon, but the major ethical concern that has remained is whether children (12-year-olds) could access the vaccines without the consent of their parents-parental consent for 12-year-olds is necessary and can be given in verbal or written form. 
b. Explain important background issues necessary to understand your arguments.
i. Define important scientific and legal terms/principles.
	While children are not likely to be affected by the COVID-19 infection compared to adults, but the vaccines for children has been revolutionary towards bringing back the lives of Texans and Americans at large. However, people have been concerned to whether it should be made legally mandatory to receive the jab. In Texas, the state has not considered making vaccination mandatory, which means that it will be consensual even to children (Martinez, 2021). According to reports from the vaccination committee, the state has not considered making vaccine a mandatory requirement as children go back to school for fall term (Martinez, 2021). The government authorized the use of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine for young people, between 12 to 15 years, which has focused the attention on the role of parents and their consent for the vaccination (Singer et al., 2021; Morgan et al., 2021). 
Body of the Paper: Why is this so important to Americans? 
	Survey has shown that few parents are committed to seeing their children getting the vaccine. The vaccine apathy is becoming a major concern in Texas. Despite the vaccine available for adolescents, only 3 out of 10 American parents believe that they could take their children to get the vaccine right away (Singer et al., 2021).  By May 2021, it is estimated that about 2 million young Americans between 12 and 15 years had received their first dose of vaccine. This is a small population given the number of young people in the United States, 17 million (Singer et al., 2021).
c. Explain the key laws/legal principles that support your position.
i. Please include at least 2 bullet points.
1. Texas State has not made the vaccination mandatory for children 
2. State has taken the root to increase awareness and push for the more young people to get vaccinated but not force them 
3. Parents are the legal custodians of children, which gives them the responsibility of giving consent for under age
4. 12-year-olds are not old enough to give consent on anything, which means they need their parents or guardians.
d. Explain the related scientific principles that support your position.
i. Please include at least 2 bullet points.
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Adolescents between the age of 12 to 17 are eligible to receive the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine (Haelle, 2021)
2. Vaccinating more young people can help to achieve heard immunity 
3. Pfizer is the first vaccine to complete trials and confirm effectiveness of its vaccine on teenagers.
e. Explain the economic principles that support your position.
i. Please include at least 2 bullet points.
1. The vaccines for teenager are secured by taxpayers’ money
2. The State has incurred the cost in securing the vaccines for teenagers
3. Allowing teenagers to reject the vaccine will create an economic burden on the State’s ex-checker
B. Address the opposition, and explain why your position is more ethical.
	12-year-olds are children under the State law and it is legally right to require parental consent when receiving a drug or medication that could have a detrimental effect on their body. Surveys and studies have shown that most states require parental consent at the moment (Singer et al., 2021). The current landscape has not informed the need to make vaccination mandatory for children or anyone because the spread of the virus can be contained with the already established measures. The vaccine is just a solution to help people get back to their lives sooner. A minor in Texas is anyone below 18 years but the consent age is 17 years, therefore, it is important that someone falling within this age seek parental consent, which can be in form of writing or verbal. 
C. Offer a persuasive conclusion & comment on future action/research.
	Apart from the ethical concerns, the issue of vaccinating a minor can create a legal issue for the institution where they receive the vaccine. Instead of exposing these institutions to ethical and legal dilemmas, parental consent should be made mandatory for all minors below the consent age when they decide to take the vaccine. Given the potential complications of the vaccine, parental involvement should be appreciated to ensure that they are actively involved in whatever experience their children are going through
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